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Temporary Protected Status (TPS) is a time-limited status given to eligible      nationals of designated countries who are 

present in the United States when circumstances in their home country make it unsafe to return. The status is afforded to 

nationals from countries affected by armed conflict, natural disaster, or other extraordinary and temporary conditions, and 

allows eligible individuals to live and work in the United States temporarily. The length of a TPS designation can be 

anywhere from 6 to 18 months and can be extended for many years.  

 

On May 22, 2021, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced a new 18-month designation of Haiti for 

Temporary Protected Status (TPS).  This new designation allows Haitian nationals (and individuals without nationality 

who last resided in Haiti) currently residing in the United States as of May 21, 2021, to file initial applications for TPS.  

People eligible for TPS will be able to:  remain in the United States; obtain an employment authorization document and a 

social security card; and possibly, at a later time, obtain a travel permit allowing them to travel abroad and reenter the 

United States. 

 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: 

• National of Haiti, or a person without nationality who last habitually resided in Haiti; 

• Physical Presence in the U.S. – You must have been continuously physically present in the US since 05/21/2021 

AND have continuously maintained a residence in the US since that date; 

• You have not been convicted of any felony or two or more misdemeanors   committed in the United States; 

• You are not subject to any of the mandatory bars to asylum. This includes participating in the persecution of  

another individual or engaging in or inciting terrorist activity; 

• You are have not violated immigration laws such as non-waivable criminal and security related laws; 

• Filing date is NOT OPEN YET, but you will have to file during the initial registration which is likely to be open 

for 180 days only. 

 

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO TO PREPARE FOR TPS: 

1) Obtain documentation that proves your nationality:  birth certificate, passport (even if it is expired). If you do not 

have those documents, any other document you already have in your possession, such as baptismal certificate and 

school records. 

2) Gather and save documents proving continuous presence in the United States since May 21, 2021:  letters from 

employers, rent receipts, payroll stubs, bank statements, school records. 

3) If you have ever had any encounter with law enforcement, obtain certified copies of those records. 

4) Meet with an immigration attorney to review your documentation and to obtain more information about your 

particular situation (if you are already in removal or deportation proceedings, for instance), so that you are 

prepared. 

 

SPECIAL CAUTION:  It is crucial that the initial TPS application filing be completed by an attorney or DOJ legal 

accredited representative. Since the initial registration period will likely be open for 180 days only, applicants will have a 

limited time to file their applications. A mistake, or sending insufficient documentation that results in a denial could be de 

the difference between being approved for this benefit and being denied with no chance to re-apply after the designation 

period has closed. 

If you have further questions or are interested in a legal consultation regarding TPS, please contact Catholic 

Charities’ Immigration Legal Services (ILS) at 319-364-7121.   


