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WHAT IS DACA? 

DACA was created by former President Barack Obama on June 15, 2012. The policy, known as 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, allows those who came to the United States before the 

age of 16 to apply for “deferred action” and work authorization. Over 700,000 people have 

benefited from the program since its inception. On September 5, 2017, former Attorney General 

Jeff Sessions announced that DACA would be rescinded. Lawsuits challenging that decision 

followed and led to the U.S. Supreme Court to make a decision on whether the government’s 

decision to end the DACA program was lawful.   

  

 WHAT DID THE SUPREME COURT DECIDE? 

1. On June 18, 2020, the Supreme Court held 5-4 that the decision by Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) to terminate DACA violated the Administrative Procedure Act 

(APA).  

 

2. The Court found that DHS (1) failed to give an adequate justification for terminating 

DACA and (2) failed to consider the reliance of the applicants on the program without 

consideration of the consequences and implications to the applicants.  

 

WHAT DOES THIS ALL MEAN? 

1. Does this mean that DACA can never end? 

No. The decision only found that the method in which DHS terminated the program in 

2017 was “arbitrary and capricious” given that there was no adequate justification. We 

need to wait and see if DHS will try to end it again or simply let DACA continue.  

  

2. Did the Court decide whether DACA is lawful? 

No. The Court decision is limited to whether or not DHS complied with the APA and 

whether DHS had an adequate justification for the termination.  

 

3. Can I renew my DACA? 

Yes. If you have been granted DACA before, you should be able to submit an application 

to renew DACA.  

 

4. Can I apply for DACA if this is my first time? 

The Supreme Court’s decision means that DACA should be fully reinstated, which would 

allow for first time DACA requests.  However, DHS will need to revise its DACA policy 

to allow for new request and therefore, you may not be able to file a first-time application 

immediately. 

 

5. Can I request advance parole to travel abroad?  

The Court’s decision, concluding that DACA was unlawfully terminated means that 

advance parole should be reinstated. DHS will need to reopen the DACA policy for 

advance parole requests consistent with the Court’s decision. This may take time as DHS 

puts out further instructions.  

 

Note:  If you have further questions or are interested in a legal consultation regarding DACA, 

please contact Catholic Charities’ Immigration Legal Services (ILS) at 319-364-7121.  


