
CORONAVIRUS AND EFFECTS ON IMMIGRATION OPERATIONS 
(updated as of 03/25/2020) 

 
Ø GUIDELINES FROM USCIS, click here: https://www.uscis.gov/about-us/uscis-

response-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19 
 

• USCIS has announced that it is suspending all face-to-face services at all offices 
effective immediately due to the COVID-19 emergency. The suspension applies 
to all in-person services including interviews and naturalization ceremonies. The 
temporary suspension includes Application Support Centers and their biometrics 
services as well as asylum offices. USCIS indicates that it will send de-
scheduling notices to those impacted by the cancelations, and will automatically 
reschedule appointments when the suspension is over. However, cancelled 
InfoPass appointments must be affirmatively rescheduled through the USCIS 
Contact Center when the suspension is over. USCIS is also postponing all in-
person public engagement events. USCIS indicates that the suspension is in 
effect until at least April 6, 2020. 
 

• U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services today announced that, due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 National Emergency announced by President Trump on 
March 13, 2020, we will accept all benefit forms and documents with reproduced 
original signatures, including the Form I-129, Petition for Nonimmigrant Worker, 
for submissions dated March 21, 2020, and beyond.   
 

• This means that a document may be scanned, faxed, photocopied, or similarly 
reproduced provided that the copy must be of an original document containing an 
original handwritten signature, unless otherwise specified.  For forms that require 
an original “wet” signature, per form instructions, USCIS will accept electronically 
reproduced original signatures for the duration of the National Emergency. This 
temporary change only applies to signatures. All other form instructions should 
be followed when completing a form. 
 

• Individuals or entities that submit documents bearing an electronically 
reproduced original signature must also retain copies of the original documents 
containing the “wet” signature.  USCIS may, at any time, request the original 
documents, which if not produced, could negatively impact the adjudication of the 
immigration benefit. 

 
 
 

Ø GUIDELINES FROM IMMIGRATION COURT - EOIR -  click here: 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/eoir-operational-status-during-coronavirus-pandemic 

• All Non-Detained Master and Individual Court Hearings will be canceled until 4/10/2020  
• Only Detained Docket will CONTINUE 



 
Ø GUIDELINE FROM ICE - click here  https://www.ice.gov/covid19 

Updated as of March 18, 2020 
 
Re: ICE Notification Regarding Response to Ongoing COVID-19 
 
Q: ICE Check-ins: I have a scheduled check-in, what should I do? 
A:  Individuals should contact their local field office for additional guidance 
before their scheduled appointment.  
 
Q: Is ICE making arrests at hospitals? 
A: During the COVID-19 crisis, ICE will not carry out enforcement operations at or 
near health care facilities, such as hospitals, doctors’ offices, accredited health 
clinics, and emergent or urgent care facilities, except in the most extraordinary of 
circumstances.  Individuals should not avoid seeking medical care because they 
fear civil immigration enforcement. 
 
ICE Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO) will focus enforcement on public 
safety risks and individuals subject to mandatory detention based on criminal 
grounds.  For those individuals who do not fall into those categories, ERO will exercise 
discretion to delay enforcement actions until after the crisis or utilize alternatives to 
detention, as appropriate. 
  


